
MIGRATION  POLICY

WEBINAR  SERIES

EACH  WEDNESDAY ,  2 :00  PM  EST

SEPTEMBER  30  -  NOVEMBER  12 ,  2020

TH E  J U S T I C E  FOR  I MM I GRAN T S  CAMPA I GN



Dear Brothers and Sisters,
 

As missionary disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to build a culture that
welcomes and values every human life. Part of this effort includes the Justice for
Immigrants campaign, which seeks both to share the Church’s teachings on
immigrants and refugees and to advocate for justice on their behalf.  

We can’t do everything. But we believe that, together, we can do something to
make the world a little bit better. With that in mind, we are seeking to engage as
many people as possible through our work. We all have a role to play.  

To this end, and in honor of the Justice for Immigrants campaign’s 15th anniversary, the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Department of Migration and Refugee Services is hosting a series of
webinars. In these webinars we will explore some of the current hopes and challenges in our effort to
influence policy with the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

I invite you to join us each Wednesday at 2:00 PM Eastern from September 30 - November 12.  It is my
hope that you will participate, listen, and dialogue in these important discussions. May we all be
converted ever anew to Christ, the light of all people, and may we share his loving concern for every
person. 

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, 

Como discípulos misioneros de Jesucristo, estamos llamados a construir una cultura que acoja y valore
cada vida humana. Parte de este esfuerzo incluye la campaña Justicia para los Inmigrantes, que busca
compartir las enseñanzas de la iglesia sobre los inmigrantes y refugiados y defender la justicia en su
nombre.

No podemos hacer todo. Pero creemos que, juntos, podemos hacer algo para mejorar un poco el
mundo. Con esto en mente, buscamos involucrar la mayor cantidad de personas posible a través de
nuestro trabajo. Todos tenemos un papel que desempeñar. 

Con este fin, y en honor al 15º aniversario de la campaña Justicia para los Inmigrantes, el
Departamento de Servicios de Migración y Refugiados de la Conferencia Episcopal Católica de los
Estados Unidos está organizando una serie de seminarios web. En estos seminarios exploraremos
algunas de las esperanzas y desafíos actuales en nuestro esfuerzo por influenciar las políticas a la luz
del Evangelio de Jesucristo. 

Los invito a unirse con nosotros todos los miércoles a las 2:00PM EST del 30 de septiembre al 12 de
noviembre. Espero que participen y dialoguen en estas importantes discusiones. Que todos seamos
convertidos siempre de nuevo a Cristo, luz de todos, y que compartamos su amorosa preocupación
por cada persona. 

Yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Mario E. Dorsonville
Auxiliary Bishop of Washington
Chair, Committee on Migration



A Brief History of the Protection of Internally Displaced Persons: 
El Salvador as a Case Study

The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) has grown enormously to over
50,000,000 persons.  This panel will detail the international legal and operational
framework for IDPs that has evolved over the last several decades, including best
practices and gaps.  It will also examine how refugees and IDPs fit into the forced
migration landscape where many unprotected IDPs end up as people seeking asylum
in other countries. We examine El Salvador as an example.

Seeking Asylum During th

Different Ways You Can Support Migrants in Your Community During
COVID-19

This workshop will focus on different ways that you can support migrants in your local
community during the COVID-19 pandemic. You will hear from advocates, service
providers, and local diocesan leaders and learn about different programs and initiatives
from across the country that work to support migrants and about how they are
adapting their services. You will also have the opportunity to discuss best practices and
challenges to providing support to migrants in your community during the pandemic as
well as to discuss possible ways to overcome them.  

Diferentes maneras en que puede apoyar a solicitantes de asilo y otros
migrantes en su comunidad durante COVID-19

Este taller se centrará en diferentes maneras en que puede apoyar a los migrantes en
su comunidad local durante la pandemia COVID-19. Escuchará a defensores,
proveedores de servicios, y líderes diocesanos locales y aprenderá sobre diferentes
programas e iniciativas de todo el país que trabajan para apoyar a los migrantes y
cómo están adaptando sus servicios. También tendrá la oportunidad de discutir las
mejores prácticas y desafíos para proporcionar apoyo a los migrantes en su
comunidad durante la pandemia, así como para discutir posibles maneras de
superarlos.
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Wednesday, October 7, 2020, 2:00 PM

Wednesday, September 30, 2020

Spanish Language Version, 3:00 PM:



Seeking Asylum During the Coronavirus Pandemic

This panel will focus on the rapidly changing asylum landscape under the Trump
Administration, with a special focus on the impact on protections from gender
violence-based  and limits to asylum. The panel will discuss policies and
decisions from before and as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic as well as the
interplay and resulting effects for vulnerable migrant and refugee groups. We
will also discuss the ways which Catholics and concerned individuals generally
can support victims during this time and advocate for change. "

The Role of Race in Immigration Policy

This workshop will examine the role that race has played in the formation of migration
policy in both an historical and contemporary context. It will also look closely at the
Church’s teaching on race, particularly as understood through the recently issued
pastoral letter, Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring Call to Love, A Pastoral Letter
Against Racism, and examine the Church’s engagement on this issue.
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October 14, 2020

October 21, 2014

Wednesday, October 28, 2020

This workshop will take stock of how the election requires us to recommit ourselves
to rebuilding refugee resettlement. It takes stock of the humanitarian, strategic, and
economic importance of resettlement, the global needs, the impacts on resettlement
of the first administration, and  the refugee populations supported by the first term
Trump Administration, such as people fleeing religious persecution. It looks at
additional groups a second term Administration would be drawn to resettle, such as
refugees from Hong Kong or Venezuela.  The panel will conclude by exploring how to
strengthen the visibility of refugee contributions to local communities and
economies and to strengthen the pro refugee voices of refugees, local communities
of welcome, and state and local leaders.

Rebuilding Refugee Resettlement during the next Four Years



The Big Picture: What does the Election Mean for Immigration Policy?

The 2020 election promises to provide an important turning point in the field of
migration. Should President Trump be reelected, many of the policies already in place
would likely continue and be expanded. Should he lose, we can expect significant
changes to be made to migration policy. Much also depends on the Congressional
election. Join us for some insights on the results of the election and what it might mean
for our shared work moving forward. 
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Thursday, November 12, 2020

Note - Given the timing of the election, we will not be holding a webinar on Wednesday, November 4.
Due to Veteran's Day, the final webinar will take place on Thursday, November 12th


